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CONFIDENTIAL LISBON 9271 

USEEC 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-3 
TAGS: ELAB, PINT, ILO, PO 
SUB J : LABOR MINISTER ON ILO 

1 . LABOR MINISTER MALDONADO GONELHA MADE FOLLOWING POINTS 
IN DISCUSSING ILO WITH LAB ATT NOV 21: 

PORTUGAL IS PREPARED TO LEAVE ILO IF OTHER 
REPRESENTATIVE WESTERN COUNTRIES LEAVE. 

- DURING YEARS OF SALAZAR/CAETANO REGIMES, ILO OFFERED 
INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS AGAINST WHICH LABOR REPRESSION 
COULD BE MEASURED. MINISTER PERSONALLY AWARE OF IMPORTANCE 
THAT ILO HAD AND COULD HAVE IN FUTURE AS AN INTERNATIONAL 
BODY CONCERNED WITH WORKERS RIGHTS. FOR THIS REASON PORTUGAL 
MADE POINT OF RATIFYING ILO CONVENTION 87. 

- TECHNICIANS SENT BY ILO TO PORTUGAL FOLLOWING 
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1974 COUP WERE SUPPOSEDLY SOCIALISTS BUT IN REALITY 
ADVOCATED PROGRAMS SUPPORTING COMMUNIST LINE; 

- MINISTER DISTRESSED AT ILO SECRETARY GENERAL 
BLANCHARD'S ATTEMPTS AT ILC TO GET HIM TO LOBBY WITH 
LABOR SECRETARY MARSHALL IN FAVOR OF BLANCHARD S 
"MIDDLE EAST PLAN;" 

- PENDING MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS SUCH AS DECISION OF 
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LEADING WESTERN COUNTRIES TO LEAVE ILO, PORTUGAL WILL WORK 
TO HELP CREATE CONDITIONS ALLOWING U.S. TO RETURN TO 
ORGANIZATION. 

CARLUCCI 
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